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Find out more...

Wordpool would like to thank altblackpool for 
producing this year's magazine and for their help 
promoting the festival and the following friends of 
Wordpool for their continuing help and support:

Blackpool Council, Blackpool Arts & Libraries 
Staff, Wordpool Steering Group and volunteers, 
our visiting authors, poets, artists and performers, 
Schools Culture Offcer and Blackpool Schools, 
Blackpool Roller Derby League, Blackpool Sixth 
Form College, Blackpool & the Fylde College, 
Friends of Stanley Park, Aunty Social, Dead Good 
Poets, The Grand Theatre, Winter Gardens Trust, 
Arts for Health Group, Dance Development 
Offcer & Ludus Dance, Arts Award Group, Revoe 
Community Choir, Heritage Champions, 
Marketing Blackpool, The Model Village, Parks Art 
Deco Cafe, Café Chico and No 5 Café.

Go online blackpoolwordpool.wordpress.com
FB: facebook.com/Wordpool
Twitter: twitter.com/wordpoolfest
Email: artsdevelopment@blackpool.gov.uk
Phone: 01253 478238/8266

Written by...
This year's Wordpool booklet has been produced by altblackpool's team of volunteer writers and includes 
contributions from Vicky Ellis, Duncan Hodgson, Fiona Jones, Zoe Lamond, David Riley, Catherine Mugonyi 
and Lynne Pattinson.

With thanks to...



Welcome to Wordpool 2013

Wordpool 2013 brings you a short summer break of 
fun, intrigue and excitement. 

Our opening on the Tower Headland will showcase a 
specially commissioned 'Word Jam' from Blackpool's 
only Roller Derby Team and Blackpool's newest choir, 
Revoe Community Choir. Entertain all the Family at 
our Tiny Worlds Day in Stanley Park, fnd the musical, 
bubble breathing Dragon, the Giant Birds, the Hungry 
Caterpillar, Alice in a Spin and much, much more. 

Investigate crime and thriller writing with Martin 
Edwards, Kate Ellis, Elly Griffths and Matt Hilton, 
discover exciting new authors Elizabeth Fremantle 
and Deborah Morgan, and chat about books over a 
pot of tea with Freda Lightfoot. 

We'll be tempting you to stay out late for a lively 
Dead Good Poetry Slam with guest poet Trevor 
Meaney and a very special 4th of July flm screening 
at our historic Winter Gardens.

Book early and join us for a distinctly Blackpool 
celebration of words.

Lynne Pattinson, Blackpool Arts and Libraries 
Wordpool Festival Director

The Opening Ceremony...

10.30am on Thursday 4th July 2013
at the Tower Festival Headland

Join the Blackpool Roller Coasters and Revoe 
Community Choir for the Offcial Wordpool 
2013 Opening Ceremony on the Tower Festival 
Headland on Thursday 4th  of July for a musical 
and sporting display to kick off the festival. 



Author Visit
Matt Hilton
2-3pm, Thursday 4th July 2013
at Layton Library

Rules of Honour is the latest novel from an 
author who has fast established himself as one 
of the UK’s most exciting thriller writers. The 
action sequences and tightly-wound plot will 
leave you breathless. For an adrenaline-fuelled 
read, Matt is up there with the very best. 

Matt Hilton is a former police offcer and 

security expert. He is also a 4th Dan black belt 
and coach in Ju-Jitsu. He lives in Cumbria with 
his wife and son. Rules of Honour is the eight 
novel in the Joe Hunter series.

‘If you like Jack Reacher 
books, you’ll love Hilton’s series…
Action packed from 
start to finish’ HEATstart to finish’ HEATstart to finish’

www.matthiltonbooks.com

7pm, Thursday 4th July 2013 
at Blackpool Winter Gardens

Aunty Social brings you a rare chance to see the 
classic flm Little Shop of Horrors on the big screen 
in the wonderful setting of the Winter Gardens 
Pavilion.

To match the atmospheric venue, we are asking you 
to dress up in your best retro gear. Prizes for the best 
dressed!

Refreshments will be available from 
from our roller-usherettes. Funds 
raised in aid of the Winter Gardens 
Trust and Aunty Social.

Feed me Seymour! Book online at auntysocial.co.uk

Wordpool Screen: 
Little Shop of Horrors



Author Visit:
Deborah Morgan
7.30-9pm, Thursday 
4th July 2013 at 
Palatine Library

Deborah Morgan lives in 
Liverpool. Before taking up 
writing, she worked as a 
chambermaid, a bingo caller, a dressmaker and a 
primary school teacher. Disappearing Home is 
Deborah’s frst book and was written at the 
instigation of legendary flm-maker Terence 
Davies. She is an enthusiastic and entertaining 
speaker and will talk about writing a frst novel, 
and the ups and downs of getting a book 
published.

‘Robyn is a tenderly realised protagonist in a position 
of extreme victimhood, which she never finds the 

strength to challenge. And while the plot is misery lit, 
the book is shot through with gorgeous images and 

subtle humour’. 
Observer Book Review

www.tindalstreet.co.uk/authors/debbie-morgan

Author Visit:
Elly Griffiths 
7.30-9pm, Thursday 
4th July 2013 at 
Moor Park Library

Elly Griffths's ffth novel in 
her Ruth Galloway crime fction series is 
Dying Fall. Her previous novels have been set 
on the very bleak Norfolk coast but she 
brings this mystery to the Lancashire. The frst 
murder takes place in Fleetwood and plot 
revolves round an archaeological dig in 
Ribchester. There is a dramatic scene on the 
Pleasure Beach Big One and our very own 
Central library even gets a brief mention! 
Elly’s novels are a real hit with our Crime 
Readers Group so don’t miss this chance to 
fnd out more about her popular atmospheric 
thrillers and why she chose the Fylde Coast as 
the setting for her latest. 

‘Gripping series...enthralling’ 
Guardian

www.ellygriffiths.co.uk 



Lunch with the Murder Squad

Friday the 5th of July welcomes two authors from the infamous murder squad, a virtual team of 
six crime writers from the north of England, whose literary skills produce crime fction to die for.

The ‘squad’ work together to publicise and highlight crime writing, all are members of the crime 
writers association but are quick to establish that their association is not a matter of plotting their 
fctional crime together. Martin Edwards and Kate Ellis will be visiting Blackpool Central Library 
and hosting lunch and a discussion on their thrilling crime fction, great news for fans or aspiring 
writers and an opportunity for all to see what it takes to create a gruesome tale. 

Edwards, as well as being a renowned crime writer is also a partner in a law frm, one can only 
imagine how much his writing must be inspired by true life details. Martin’s latest tales have been 
the ’Lake district’ series, where the beautiful setting of the lakes, and its industrial background 
provides the perfect setting for gritty murder; including his latest, The Frozen Shroud, with three 
mystery female victims, years apart but brought together for investigating by Edwards hero of the 
series, Daniel Kind.

Kate Ellis is the brilliant author behind the Wesley Peterson series set in Devon, Ellis grips her 
readers with mysterious crime, linked to historical events in which star of the series; Archaeology 
Graduate DS Peterson can put his knowledge to good use. Kate studied drama and was a winner 
the North West Playwrights competition, so you can be sure to fnd great drama throughout her 
writing. 

The lunchtime soiree gives you the reader a chance to dig deeper and investigate the Method 
Operandi of crime writing and the building and often killing of characters. 

12 noon to 2pm, Friday 5th July 2013
at Central Library

martinedwards.co.uk

kateellis.co.uk



Morning Coffee with
Elizabeth Fremantle
10.30am on Friday 5th July 2013
at Blackpool Central Library

Telling the unforgettable and moving story of 
Henry VIII’s sixth wife, Katherine Parr, Queen’s 
Gambit reveals Elizabeth Fremantle as an exciting 
new historical talent to rival Hilary Mantel or 
Philippa Gregory. 

As the only surviving wife of Henry VIII the 
Victorians unfairly painted Katherine Parr as a dull, 
matronly, fgure. But Fremantle, using up-to-date 
research, banishes this dusty queen to the 
historical rubbish bin and instead draws a portrait 
of an intelligent, forward-thinking, fallible woman: a 
woman who, far from being an alien, historical 
fgure is a heroine for modern women. Why do 
intelligent women make bad decisions when it 
comes to love? 

Elizabeth Fremantle used to work as a fashion 
editor for top magazines including Elle and Vogue. 
Wanting to develop her writing skills, Fremantle 
gave up her job to go to university when she was 
in her 30s and a single parent.   

www.elizabethfremantle.com

1.30-3pm, Thursday 4th July 2013
at Anchorsholme Library

Freda Lightfoot has been a
 teacher, bookseller and 
a smallholder on the 
freezing fells of the Lake 
District where she kept 
sheep and hens, various 
orphaned cats and dogs, 
built drystone walls, 
planted a small wood and 
even learned how to make 
jam. She now lives in a house in an olive grove in 
Spain, where she produces her own olive oil, and 
sits in the sun on the rare occasions she is not 
writing. 

She has published 40 novels including many best 
selling family sagas and historical novels and now 
divides her time between Spain and the UK. She 
says, “My books are all about the status and 
strength of women.” Her work has involved real 
life meetings with some remarkable women.

www.fredalightfoot.co.uk

Cream Tea with
Freda Lightfoot



On the frst Friday of each month, Blackpool’s Dead Good Poets meet at the No5 Café in 
Cedar Square for an open mic event.  As part of the Wordpool festival, the group is 
incredibly excited to be hosting the irrepressible talent of Trevor Meaney, a performance 
Poet with a background in improv theatre and a flair for comedy.
  
Trevor’s rise to fame has been swift over the last year and he’s won a raft of poetry slams, 
including Lancaster Spotlight (twice), Wenlock Poetry Fest, Manchester’s OUTSPOKEN and 
London’s Farrago 'Love' Slam.  He has featured at Cheltenham Poetry Fest, Manchester 
Comedy Fest, Kendal Calling, Cloudspotting Fest, Dock of the Bay and Wychwood Festival.  
Trevor has been published by the prestigious Forward Poetry and is the frst poet in 
residence for Lancaster Library.

Ann Wilson, former poet laureate for South Cumbria described his performance as “wildly 
energetic”.  Anna Saunders of the Cheltenham Poetry Festival said he was “One of the 
funniest acts [she’d] ever seen.”  Dreadlock Alien, a regular on the BBC said of him, “I saw him first!” 

altblackpool caught up with Trevor for an interview
go online to www.altblackpool.co.uk to read it in full! 

deadgoodpoets.blogspot.com

Blackpool Dead Good Poets and Trevor Meaney
6pm, Friday 5th July 2013
at Cafe No5, Cedar Square



Writing A One Act Play
with David Riley 
2.30-4.30pm, Friday 5th July 2013
at Central Library

Come and discuss some of the things that make up a 
good one act play. See how different artistic genres 
can be drawn on to make something effective and 
different. 

David is a playwright and is a previous winner of the 
Blackpool based Grand Words one act playwriting 
competition. His short works have had productions 
across various parts of northern England in locations 
varying from theatres, pubs, art galleries and 
museums. He has also had a short piece produced on 
internet radio. Recently his interests have included 
poetry and oral storytelling. He is interested in the 
ways these might be related to more traditional 
forms of the writing and delivery of plays. 

Earlier in his career he produced a short verse play 
which was also related to a painting, again showing an 
interest in the mixing of artistic genres. David has 
connections to the Blackpool Dead Good Poets and 
Stage Write, the latter an organisation offering 
readings and advice on new works for performance. 

Wordpool 2013
Schools Programme
24th June to 6th July 2013
At Blackpool Schools

Arts and Libraries work closely with the Schools 
Culture Offcer to make sure that education is at the 
heart of the festival. 

Artist Vanessa Card will be helping primary school 
children to create Tiny Worlds inspired by favourite 
stories inside picnic baskets. The basket worlds will be 
at the Tiny Worlds Family Picnic in Stanley Park on 6th

July 2013. 

And Librarian & actor Zoe Lamond has created a 
special puppetry performance for schools to launch 
Libraries Summer Reading Challenge. 

Paula Rawsthorne, an exciting 
new talent in Young Adult fction, 
will be sharing her writing ideas 
and talking about her brand 
new release ‘Blood Tracks’ with 
children from Highfeld High 
School. Paula, one of the winners 
of the Undiscovered Voices 2010 
competition writes about the
issues that face young people today. 



Wordpool 'Tiny Worlds' Family Day

This year, Wordpool’s popular family day takes place in Stanley Park on Saturday 6th July. There will 
be lots to see and do as you take a magical journey through tiny worlds and giant wonders.

On arrival, families should pick up their Tiny Worlds map from the Visitor Centre, this will guide 
you around the amazing storytelling route.  Along the way you can make food for the Giant 
Hungry Caterpillar, meet the friendly giant birds and their keeper and help the magical, bubble-
breathing dragon play music.

There will also be performances of ‘Alice in a Spin’, a chance to make tiny Japanese birds for our 
fragrance garden and to help illustrate the bookworm’s giant book.  In the bandstand a tiny world 
of music awaits you and you can visit a tiny theatre just for one and enjoy your own personal 
performance without having to peer over somebody’s head!

Between 3-4pm join us for the Tiny Worlds Picnic where you can see the amazing ‘Tiny Worlds in 
a Picnic Basket’ that have been created in Blackpool schools. Collect a stamp on your map from 
each world you visit and bring this to the picnic to collect family discount vouchers for the Grand 
Theatre’s James and the Giant Peach Show, for the Model Village and for ice cream from the Park 
Art Deco Café.  

Please come prepared for the weather. Bring a picnic or buy one of the special Tiny Worlds’ Picnic 
packs from the cafe. Everything is close to the visitor centre and café and the event is FREE.  All 
children must be accompanied by an adult.

Rain or shine Wordpool’s family day is one not to be missed.

1pm, Saturday 6th July 2013
at Stanley Park



What When Where Tickets

Thurs 4th Opening Ceremony 10.30am The Tower Festival Headland Not required

Cream Tea with Freda Lightfoot 1.30pm Anchorsholme Library Booking advised

Author Visit: Matt Hilton 2pm Layton Library Booking advised

Little Shop of Horrors Screening 7pm Blackpool Winter Gardens Booked required

Author Visit: Elly Griffths 7.30pm Moor Park Library Booking advised

Author Visit: Deborah Morgan 7.30pm Palatine Library Booking advised

Fri 5th Coffee with Elizabeth Fremantle 10.30am Central Library Booking advised

Lunch with the Murder Squad 12 noon Central Library Booking advised

Author Visit: Paula Rawsthorne 12.45pm Highfeld Humanities College Not required

Writing A One Act Play 2.30pm Central Library Booking advised

Dead Good Poets & Trevor Meaney 6pm No5 Cafe Not required

Sat 6th Tiny Worlds Family Day 1pm Stanley Park Not required

Most events are FREE, when booking is advised tickets are available from any Blackpool Library or the Grundy Art 
Gallery, Queen Street Blackpool FY1 1PX.  Venue addresses and directions on the Wordpool blog at
blackpoolwordpool.wordpress.com or on Facebook at facebook.com/Wordpool  

Wordpool 2013 Programme



Haiku Puzzle

These three haiku poems share a 
common title which has two words 
(5,4).  Can you guess what it is?

_ _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _

Apprentice locksmith
begins with an easy task
leafs through catalogue

Woman in white coat 
dawdles down grey corridor
“No rush; fake bullet”

Upper echelons 
decide, collectively, to
shun Grizabella

Visit altblackpool.co.uk after the 7th July 2013 to 
find out if you got the right answer!

About altblackpool

Creativity, Culture & Community at 
the heart of Blackpool.

altblackpool.co.uk is Blackpool's newest online 
magazine bringing you the best of the local creative 
and cultural scene.

The site is entirely written, edited and produced by 
volunteers from our dedicated team of contributors. 
The team are always out and about fnding out what 
is happening locally and writing articles to keep the 
people of Blackpool informed.

Better still, you can get involved yourself. If you're an 
aspiring writer, photographer or creative just get in 
touch to express your interest in joining the team.

Go online to altblackpool.co.uk
Email us on info@altblackpool.co.uk
Tweet us @altblackpool
Like us at facebook.com/altblackpool

How to contact us...




