
Walls Have Voices Readings 6pm 

Eleanor Rees and Zoe Lambert in Conversation 7.15pm 

Tuesday 13th November 

Walls Have Voices features readings of new work from Blackpool creative writers 

inspired by Blackpool’s wonderful and unique built heritage. The project was part of the 
Blackpool 100 project supported by National Lottery through the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

A book of the writing was produced, illustrated by specially commissioned photographs 
by photographer, Yannick Dixon. Project mentors, Zoe Lambert and Eleanor Rees will 

introduce readings by the project writers. 

…………………………………………………………………
. 

Poet, Eleanor Rees and writer, Zoe Lambert, present a 

selection of readings from their widely published work 

exploring representations of place.                                                                         

 Both Zoe and Eleanor write about 
places and locality. Eleanor’s poetry 

often explores the post-industrial 
landscapes of Merseyside, similarly, 
Zoe’s recent collection of short 

stories, The War Tour explores the landscapes and people of urban 
Manchester in connection to global localities and conflict. Zoe and 
Eleanor will discuss the questions that motivate their work and the 

challenges these themes present for a writer.  

Includes Q & A with the writers & book signings. 

………………………………………………………………………………. 

Walls Have Voices Programme 

6pm - Eleanor Rees & Zoe Lambert- Introduction to the Project "Walls Have Voices" 

6.05pm - Stephen Gunner Stroud -"Pulse" 

6.10pm - Adele Robinson - "Lady of Illumination" 
6.15pm - Paula Atkinson – “Expectations” 

6.20pm - Barry McCann - "Theatre of Crabs & Bibliopolis" 
6.25pm - Maria Bertolone - "A Glimpse into the Past" 

6.30pm - Lindsay Barlow - "Only to Watch" 

6.35pm - Margaret Benson - "Central Library" 
 

6.45-7.15 pm – Refreshments 

 
7.15pm Eleanor Rees & Zoe Lambert in Conversation followed by book signings 

 
 
 



 
ZOE LAMBERT, Writer 
Zoe is a Manchester based writer. She has an MA in Creative Writing at UEA and a PhD from 

Manchester Metropolitan University. She lectures on the Creative Writing on the MA at the 

University of Bolton and runs the online short story course The Art of the Short Story and regularly 

runs workshops.  

 

Zoe’s collection of short stories ‘The War Tour’ was Shortlisted for the Edge Hill Prize for the Short 

Story 2012 and long listed for the Frank O’ Connor Award 2012 

 

‘From Kandahar to Sarajevo, the forests of Lithuania to the boot camps of the DRC, Zoe Lambert’s 

stories weave a dark and disturbing web, interlacing documentary accounts with imagined 

testimonies to give voice to the many silenced casualties of war: an elderly woman on a bus tells a 

love story drawn from the depths of Soviet history; a soldier returns from his first tour of duty 

unsure he deserves his hero’s welcome; a Norwegian immigrant pieces together a family history 

fractured in the aftermath of Nazi occupation.  

 

Individually, these stories bear witness to a thirst for conflict that seems both unquenchable and 

foreign. But together, they bring the question of collusion and responsibility all the way back to the 

reader’s own doorstep’. 

 

'Lambert's collection presents a carefully balanced picture of the world's combat zones... The 

writing is disarmingly plain and to-the-point... a kind of narrative ambush... I'd recommend that 

you read these.' – The Guardian 

 

Follow her on twitter @Zoeflambert. http//zoelambert.blogspot.com 

 

Eleanor Rees, Poet 
 

Eleanor Rees was born in Birkenhead, Merseyside in 1978. Her pamphlet collection Feeding Fire 

received an Eric Gregory Award in 2002 and her first full length collection Andraste’s Hair (Salt, 

2007) was shortlisted for the Forward Prize for Best First Collection and the Glen Dimplex New 

Writers Awards. Her second collection ‘Eliza and the Bear’ (Salt, 2009) is also a live performance 

for voice and harp which has toured in the North West. Rees works in the community as a poet in 

Liverpool and is also studying for an AHRC funded PhD University of Exeter in the theory and 

practice of the local poet. She often collaborates with other writers, musicians and artists and 

works to commission.  

 

Eleanor is an experienced and powerful reader of her own work. Commissioned poems have 

appeared on Radio 3, The Verb as part of the Free Thinking Festival, Liverpool 2007, a live 

broadcast in front of a studio audience and an extract of ‘Eliza and the Bear’ voice and harp was 

broadcast in London on the Verb (2009). Her work has also appeared on BBC Radio 3 Breakfast 

Programme, BBC Radio Merseyside and BBC Radio 4. 

 

‘…Here is a poetry that relishes the chaotic and magical; trees and plants abandon gardens and 
start to move down the street, humans give birth to animals, houses come alive. Eleanor Rees's 

language is sensuous, unpredictable. The materials of folktale and border ballad are never far 

away.' Charles Bainbridge’, Eliza and the Bear Review - The Guardian 

 

'This is a strongly contemporary voice, but always on the edge of myth, dream, fairy-tale. The title 

sequence is remarkable: a sustained piece of dramatic-poetic writing, a tour-de-force'  

- Michael Simmons Roberts 

 

http://www.eleanorrees.info/ 


